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From the Gospel Visitant. 





7 e ‘ 
Sir Richard Steele’s Letter 
TO THE POPE. 


Gé7-The following letter, which was written almost 'or 
quite a century ago, will shew our readers, in what 
light the writer viewed the popish doctrines and 
practices; while it will also be found that those ab- | 
curdities, which in the view of most Protestants, have | 
disgraced the professors of the Romish faith, have not 
been wholly enknown, nor left unpractised in the 
Protestant communion. The writer of this letter is 


severe, but hie discipline is wholesome and salutary : | bility itsell. 


he writes without reserve, but having exposed error, 
he gwes the best advice, which is, to relinquish it.— 
srom the manner in which this learned gentleman 
makes his comparison between Pupery and other re- 
ligions, the reader will make the observation, that if 
Nome, be the ** mother of harlots,” an epithet which 
Protestants have long given her, that she bas many 
daughters, who greatly resemble their parent, and 
that Sir Richard Steele, with a happy facility has 
pointed out the family resemblance. 


To Ilis Holiness CLEMENT X11. 


Your Holiness will be surprised at so oncommon a 
thing as an Address of this nature, from one who is, in 
your account, and in the Janguage of your Church, a 
Schismatic, Heretick, and Infidel. But as I think it 
my duty to make this public restitution of the foilow- 
ing Treatise, which was at first taken from your friends 
by force of arms; so, I will restore it fourfold, with all 
possible advantage to you and your Church, 

I find that all the infallibility with which your Holli- 
ness is illuminated, doth not disdain the help of human 
information; and that your accounls of the religious. 
as well as civil state of this kingdom, are ina particular 
manner defective: And therefore 1 have resolved to 
act the part of a generous adversary, and without re- 
rerve to lay before you, ont of the fullness of my heart, 
such things as will give you a juster information of the 
etate we of these nations are in, than any of your pre- 
decessors in the Holy See ever enjoyed; and this, 
without any further ceremony, just in the order in 
Which they shall arise in my own mind. 

Your Heliness is mot perhaps aware, how near the 
Churches of us Protestants have at length come to 
those privileges and perfections which you boast of as 
peculiarto your own. So near, that many of the most 
quicksighted and segacious persons have not been able 
to discover any other difference between us, as to the 
main principle of all doctrine, government, worship and 
discipline, but this one, tiz. That you cannot err in any 


thing you determine, and we never do: That is, in still going further, and refine upon their scheme of wor- | found it, above Gfteen hundred sears afterwards. 


other werds, that you are infallible, and we always in} 
the right. We cannot but esteem the advantage to be 
exceedingly on our side in this case, because we have | 
all the benefits of infallibility, without the absurdity of | 
pretending to it; and without the uneasy task of main- | 
taining a point so shocking to the understanding of! 
mankind. And you must pardon us if we cannot help 
thinking it to be as great and as glorious a privilege in 
us, to be always in (he rigiit, without the pretence to 


iifallibility, as it can be in you, to be always in the 
Wrong, with it. 


Thue, che Synod of Dort, (for whose unerring deci- 
sions public thanks to Almighty God are, ewery three 
yenrs, offered up with the greatest solempity, by the 


magistrates in that country ;) the Council of the Re- 
formed in France; the Assembly of the Kirk of Scot- 
land; and (if | may presume to name it) the Convoca- 
tiov of England, have been all found to have (he very 


‘same unquestionable authority, which your Church 


claims solely upon the tnfallibili/y which resides in it ;' 
and the people, to be under the very same strict obli- 
gation of obedience to their determinations, which with 
you is the consequence only of an absolute infallibility. 
The reason therefore, why we do not openly set op an 
infallibility, is becanse we can do withoutit. Author- 
ity results as well from power as fromright ; and a ma- 
jority of votes is as strong a foundation for it as infalii- 
Councils that may err, never do* And 
besides, being composed of men whose peculiar bnsi- 
ness is to be in the right, it is very immodest for any 
private person to think them not so; because this is to 
set up a private, corrupted understanding, above a pub- 


| lic, nncorrupted judgment. 


Thus it is in the North, as well as the South; abroad, 
as wellasat home. All maintain the exercise of the 
came authority in themselves; which yet they know 
not how so much as to speak of, without ridicule, in 
others 

In England it stands thus. The Synod of Dort is of 
no weight: it determined many ¢coctrines wrong. The 
Assembly of Scotland hath nothing of a true authority: 
an] is very much out, in its scheme of doctrines, wor- 
ship and government. But the charch of Fngland is 


vested with all authority ; and justly challengeth all 
obedience. 


thus.— The Charch of England is not enough reformed ; 
its doctrines, worsh p, and government have-ton much 
of Antichristian Rome in them. But the Kirk of Scot- 
‘land hath a divine right, from its only head, Jesus 
Christ, to meet; and to enact what to it shall seem fit, 
for the good of his Church. 

Thus, we left you for your enormons, unjustifiable 
claim to an unerring spirit ; and have found out a way. 
nnknown to your Holiness and your predecessors, of 
claiming all the rights that belong to infallibility, even 
whilst we disclaim and abjure the thing itself. 

As for us of the Church of England, if we will be- 
lieve many of its greatest advocates, we have Bishops 
in a succession as certainly uninterrupted from the A- 


If one crosses a riser in the Nort, there it stands; 


me to your conversation) it often, | say, pots me & 
mind of a play which I have seen amongst same merry 
people: A man strikes his next neighbor with all hia 
force; amtt he, instead of returning it to the man whe 
gave it, communicates it with equal zeal and strength ta 
another; and this to another; and so it circulates, til 
it returns perhaps to him who set the eport a-going.— 
Thus your Holiness begins the attack. You call we 
hereticks and schismaticks ; and burn aud destroy ue 
as such: though God knows there is no more right any 
where to use hereticks or schismaticks barbarously, 
than those who think and speak as their superiors bid 
them. But soitis. You thunder out the sentence a- 
gainst ws. We think it il] manners to give it you back 
again; bné we throw it out upon the next brethren 
that come in our way; and they upon others: and se 
it goes round, till some perhaps have tense and courage™ ~ 
enough, to throw it back upon those who first: began 


the disturbance, by pretending to authority where ther 
can be none. , 


We have not indeed now the power ef burning here- 
ticks, as our forefathers of the reformation had. The 
civil power hath taken away the aci, which continued 
that glorious privilege to them, upon the remonstrancc 
of several persons, that they could tiot sleép, whilst that 
act was awake. But then, every thing on this side 
death, still remains untouched, to us: We can molest, 
harrass, imprison, and roin, any man who pretends to 
be wiser than his betters. And the more unspotted the 
man’s character is, the more necessary we thihk it to 
take such crushing methods. Since the toleration hath 
been avtherized in these nations, the legal zeal of men 
hath fallen the heavier upon hereticks ; (for it must al- 
ways, it seems, be exercised upon some fort of persons, 
or other ;) and amongst these, chiefly upon such as dif- 
fer from us in points, in which, above all others, a dif- 
ference of opinion is most allowable: Such as are ac- 
knowledgad to be very abtruse and unintelligible; and 
to have been in ail agesthonght of, and judged of, with 
the same difference and variety, 

Sometimes we of the established church can. manage 
a prosecution, (for | must not call it a persecution) our- 
selves, without calling any other help. But 1 must do 
the dissenting Protestants the justice to say, that they 
have shewn themselves, upon occasion, very ready to 





assist ne in so pious and christian a work, as bringing 


postles, as your Church covid communicate it to us.—| hereticks to their right mind: Being themselves but 
And upon this bottom, which makes us a true Church, | very lately come from experiencing the convincing ond 
we have a right to separate from you; but no persons, enlightening faculty, of a dungeon, ora fine. The dil- 
living have any right to differ, or separate from us.— ference between these two sorts 6f persons is this. The 
And: they again who differ from us, value themselves | one differ from us about ceremonies of worship and gov- 
npon something or other. in which we are supposed de-| ernment; but they boggle not at all at the doctrine 
fective ; or upon being free from seme superfnities | settled for us by one first reformers: I¢ is all with them 
which we enjoy; and think it bard that any will be: right and good, just as Christ left it at first ; and Calvin 
The 
ship and discipline. | othert, unhappy men, look upon this, te be straining at 

Thus we have indeed left vous bat we have fixed |a gnat, and swallowing a Camel. Tlowerer, the for- 
ourselves in your seat, and make no secruple to resemble | mer sort having a tcleration for their own way, wpon 





you, in our defences of ourselvcs, and censnres of others, 
whenever we think it proper. 
We have all sufficiently felt the load of the two top- 


jeabseribing al} our doctrines, can the more easily come 
in persuade themselves, that the chriefion world isun + 
hinged, if the latter should be tolerated in their oppori- 


icks of Heresy and Scism, 
hanged, burnt, massacred, (as your Holiness well knows) 

for Herelicks and Scismatics. But all this hath pot 

made us sick of these two words, We can still throw | 
them about us, and play them of upon others, as plen- the nature ef Christ before bis appearance in this world, 
tifully and as fiercely as they are dispensed to us from For, as with you, a man had better blaespheme Almighiy 
your quarter, It often puts me in mint; (vour Holi-| God, than not to magnify the blessed Virgin : 20, with 
ucss must allow me to be a litile ludicrous if you adanit wany of us, it ie more innocent and css hazardous, to 


We have been persecuted, | tion to doctrines whieh have been called fundamentals, 
even by Protestants, for so many years, 
This bath been experienced particulorly in Treland ; 


hy one who could not see exactly what they saw, abont 
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take from the glory of the Father, 
Nay, to bring down the Father to a | 


















































































Son below his own Father, in any degree o 
fection, this is an unpardonable error ; +o unpardonable, 
that all hands were united aguinst that unhappy man. 
And be found at length, that he had much better have 
violated all God’s commandments, than have interpret- 
ed some passages of scripture differently from his breth 
ren. The nonconformists accused him; the conform- 
tats condemned him; the secular power was called in; 
and the cause ended in an imprisonment, and a very 
great fine. Two methods of conviction, about which 
the gospel is silent! 

In Scotland, let a man depart an inch from the con- 
fession of faith, and rule of worship, established by the 
assembly : and he will quickly find, that, as cold a 
gountry as it is, it will be too hot for him to 
live in. The Reformation boaste itself, ‘here, to be E- 
vangelical, without alloy; and is guarded by a very 
sensible severity of discipline. To suppose therefore, 
any point of doctrine to be erroneous, or so much as a 
subject for a new examination, in so unspotted a church, 
is a token of malignity and infidelity ; and the man who 
doth it must be content to escape out of their hands as 
well as he can. 

In England, it is not all the excellencesin the world, 
onited in one man, that can guard him against the fatal 
sonsequences of heresy, or differing, in some opinions, 




















those opinions are such as are allowed to be mysterious 
and inexplicable. We have now an instance of one or 
two learned, and otherwise good men, who have 
thought it their duty, (as they themselves say) to step 
aside out of the common path. And what their fate 
will be, time muet shew. At present, the zeal (as it is 
called) of their adversaries prevails. The Gre is kind- 
led, and how far it wil] consume, or where it will stop, 
God only knows. But the case of one of them (which 
will give your Holiness some notion how we stand af- 
fected) is very remarkable. For, not to mention his 
good life, (which is looked upon as a (rifle, common to 
almost all modern hereticks ;) though his religion is 
mixed op with a good deal of kalendar and rubrical 
piety ; though he hath his stated fasts and feasts, which 








ous for the building of churches in the apostolical form 
ef a ship, with all accommodations for order and de- 
cency ; though he is for the use of otl, and the érine 
immersion in baptism, and for waler mixed with wine, 
in the other sacrament ; though he is very warm for be- 
lieving in Christ towards the easf, and renouncing the 
devil towards the wes! ; though he hath laid them a 
foundation for independeni church-power, in the decrees 
of the apostles themselves; nay, though he joins with 
them in beating down human reason, when it would 
pretend to judge in matters of religion; and resigns to 
them ali the preferments in the land, from Dover, to 
Berwick vpon Tweed; yet all will not do: He holds 
the Son to be inferior to the Father, and created by him, 
though a being of most glorious perfections: and upon 
this account, Ae must not enjoy, even the poverty 
which he hath chosen, in quiet. And if this be Ais case, 
what bath another to expect, who hath not these ad- 
vantages on bis side: though he should be found armed 
with unspotted integrity, and unequalled learning, and 
judgment. 

Your Holiness wil) judge from hence, how the matter 
of heresy stands amongst us: and how it must stand, 
unless my Lords the Bishops, who have with ap unex- 
ampled courage preserved our liberties in civil matters, 
with equal resolution step in; and oppose that spirit, 
which from such beginnings at first among yeu, pro- 
eeeded farther and farther, till it broke out into fire and 
massacre, for God’s glory, and the good of his church. 
- And, as I observed before, that there was no need for 
pretending to infadiibili/y ; that it is better taken 








than of bis Son.—| in the world, and as easy, ft : 
eve] with his own | ity without it ; so, here it will be obvious to those of your 


Son, is a commendable work ; and the applauded Ja-, 


bour ef many learned men of leisure; but to place the | lise 
f real per-: faith open to all Christians, 


he observes with the greatest devotion; though he ie zeal- | 


© establish the same author- 


church to observe, that there was no maner of necessi- 
to discard the scriptures, as a rule of 
and to set up the church in 
' distinction to them ; because they muy see plainly now, 
that the same feats are to be performed, and with more 
decency, (though not with more consistency, of which 
few ure judges) without carrying things to such an ex- 
tremity. For, at the same time that we are warmly 
contending against your disputants, for the right of the 
people to search and consider the Gospel themselves, 
it is but taking care, in some other of our controversies, 
to fix it upon them that they must not abuse this right; 
‘that they must not pretend to be wiser than their supe- 
riors ; that they must take care to understand particu- 
‘Jar texts as the Church understands them ; and as their 
' Guides, who have an inferprefative authorily, explain 
i them. 
This we find to be as effectual with many as taking 
the scriptures out of their hands. And because it is 
‘done in this gentleman-like manner, and gives them an 
opportunity of shewing their humility, it passeth very 
‘smoothly off: without their considering once the ab- 
surdity it leads to; that (as Doctors differ, and Coun- 
' cils too) this method layeth a necessity upon two differ- 
leut men, nay upon the same man in different circum- 
'stances, to understand the same text in two different, 
‘and often in two contradictory senses. 
| And here again, with submission, I think we greatly 


ity upon them, 


from the current notions of our world; especially if surpass you in your conduct. For we have the same 


definite authority which you have, without the reproach 
of depreciating the word of God; the people all the 
while being fully satisfied that we allow the Scripture to 
be their rule, and to lie open to them all. Aud we do 
indeed, in words, preserve all au/hort/u to the Serip- 
lure ; but with great dexterity, we substitute in fact 
our own eZplanalions, and doctrines drawn from those 
explanaiions, instead of it. 

And then, one great privilege we enjoy above you: 
that every particular pastor amongst us is vested with 
the plenary authority of an Ambassador from God; 
| very much different from the maxims of your Church. 
(To be continued.) 
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Op At the close of a Jetter from Br. E. Beers of Pitts- 
ford, N. Y. giving an account of the Universalist As- 
sociation beld at the village of Orleans, County of 
Ontario, N. Y. on the 2d and 3d of October last, is 
the following : 


At the commencement of public worship on the see- 
ond day, Br. Stacy informed the congregation that 
there was a person in the Assembly (hat wished for the 
opportunity of addressing them a few minutes, when an 
old gentleman of respectable appearance, leauing upon 
his staff, moved towards the pulpit, and being invited, 
he ascended. With ease and pleasure, he made a short 
and pleasing address to the congregation of different 
ages, exhorting us to search the scriptures, and regard 
them as the word of God. He declared he had been 
for many years an infide), having rejected the scriptures 
as the work of men. It appeared by his discourse that 
he had been driven to infidelity by the difficulties he 
saw amongst christians, and the unreasonable nature of 
their systems of atonement, which they have attempted 
to support from the bible. He stated that he had ex- 
amined all the theological writings he could meet with, 
but could never get any satisfaction until he met with 
Mr. Ballou’s Treatise on Atonement. He then thought 
he had found a rational system of Atonement, and be- 
gan agein to search the scriptures te see if they con- 
tained the same doctrine. His labor terminated jn a be- 
lief that they did, and bis reception of them again as 
the word of God, was the eonsequcace. He stated tbat 








he had bought Scott's large bible with notes, and takes 


| much pleasure in reading it. He felt ita duty to make 


thie public recantation of his infidel seutiments, that the 
Universalists might not be charged with taking jnto their 
society an old infidel, without being able to correct the 
charge. From the testimony of this convert, to the bi. 
ble, may those christians that are in the babit of rank. 
ing Universalism, Deism and Aiheism, as one, remem. 
ber that in order to believe in the infinite, immutable 
goodness of God, it is not necessary to be an infidel, 
or a Calvinist, but a believer in that God who is the 
Saviour of al] men. 


Ss 


From Benson's Dialo,ue. 





On believing what we do not 
UNDERSTAND. 


An ingenious gentleman of my acquaintance, whom 
| call Novatianus, was in company with the lady Aspa » 
sia,who was exclaiming bitterly against a certain preach \ 
er, whose historical name shall be Eusebius. For Ea. 
sebius had asserted something in one of bis sermons, 
which gave the lady great offence. Upon which she 
condemned him with a warm zeal, and great fluency of 
speech, and declared she would never hear him more 
as long asshe lived. ‘This occasioned the following dia 
logue between her and my friend. 

Novatianus. What was it, Madam, in Eusebius! 
sermon, which offended you so much? 

Aspasia. He asserted that we are to believe noth- 
ing but what we can understand. 


PES 


ey 


Noratianus. Was that the thing which gave you s0 
much offence ? 
Aspasia, Yee, sir, and enough too. 1 wonder how 





any body can venture to assert such a thing. 

So far the dialogue proceeded ; and then they con- 
versed for an hour or two about other matters ; by 
which means this affair was quite forgotton. Then No- 
vatianus begged the favour ‘of a pen and ink anda 
small piece of paper; all which a servant readily 
brought him. Upon the paper he wrote down the fol- 
lowing words in Greek, ¢ Os azar» ssvv, and then 
very gravely gave them to the lady and desired her to 
read them That revived the dialogue, which proceed- 
ed as follows ;—Aspasia Jooking first upon the paper 
and then looking earnestly and with surprise and confa- 
sion in Novatianus’s face, said, ** Sir, |] cannot read 
them. What do you mean by this? It is not Fnglish, 
and they are strange letters to me. I cannot imagine 
what you design by asking me to read what I know 
nothing about.*? Novatianus gravely said, * Do you 
believe them, madam ?”’ 

** How can 1,” answered Aspasia, with great quick- 
ness, ** anless | understandthem!” ‘* Hold, madam,” 
replied Novatianus, ** you may surely believe thing? 
which you cannot understand.” 

Aspasia. That is impossible. : 

Novatianus. Then I find that you are, after all, of 
Eusebius’ opinien, notwithstanding his sermon offended 
you so much, 

This startled the lady and caused her to say, “t 
profess | beheve | am wrong. The thing never appear- 
ed to me in this light before. I really begin to suspect | 
that I was mistaken, and that Eusebius was in the right. : 
| beg his pardon for condemning hia before | had duly, 
considered the reasonableness of what he said. But 
what is the meaning of there words? For | cannot se 
much as read them.” 

Novatianus suid, “1 will assure you, madam, they 
ure the words of holy scripture ; and that according te 
the original, They contain a plain truth, and a very 
great and important truth. I would therefore have you 
{ry once more whether you cannot believe them.”? As- 
pusia was now impatient to have them explained, and 
suid to Novatianus, ** Tease me no longer, | freely ac- 
kuowledge that 1 was-too rash and inconsiderate ; ane 
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fam vow fully convinced, that | cannot tell, whether 
I believe what you propose to me, or no, till | under- 
stand what is meant thereby. Pray tell me, therefore, 
what the words signify, and keep me no longer in sus- 
pense. As soon as | understand them, | will then tell 

ou fully, whether | believe them or no.” 

ss Well then,” suid Novatianus, “1 will gratify you 
by telling you, that you may Gnd the passuge 1 John 
iy. 8, and the English of it is, * God is love.’ ** That 
proposition,” said Aspasia, ‘* | most readily and firmly 
believe ; but I find I could not believe it,till | understood 
it. I heartily beg Eusebius’ perdon, and sincerely con- 
demn mive own folly and imprudence, in censuring 
what I ought to have applauded, 


go and hear him again; and I shall now have a 
re.” 


will 
better opinion of him than eve 

The next time Novatianus visited Aspasia she contin 
ved of the same mind, and severely condemned herself, 
but applauded Eusebius; and thanked Novatianus, for 
taking so kind and ingenious a method of leading her 
into right sentiments upon that head. But was ready 
to wonder, that she had not before seen the matter in 
the same light; as it appeared so very obvious, now 


she had attended to it. 
np >) 0 ae —— 
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Rev. Editors,—I congratulate my friend, W. D*** in 


his progress in understan:ing my question, although he 
| am happy he dis- 


Was fallen short of my expectation. 


1 will promise you 1; 


FOR Tht. UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 
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~ Of a truth [ perceive that God is 


no respecter of persone ; but im every nation he that. 
feareth.bim, and worketh righteousness, is accepted 
with him.” 

These words were spoken by St. Peter to Cornelius, 


and naturally sugg’st, among other things, the foliowing 
facts: ‘ j 

1. Certain circumstances, which had just taken} 
place, had convinced Peter that God ts no respecter of | 


Some of these circumstances were the fol-! 


persons, 
‘lowing: 'The Lord, by an angel, had directed Cornel- 
jus to send for Peter, who was at Joppa ; and in the 
mean time Peter was instructed by the following vision : 
** Peter went up upon the house-top to pray about the 
sixth hour. And he became very hungry, and would 





have eaten; but, while they made ready, he fell into a 
trance, and saw heaven epened, and a certain vessel 
| descending unto bim, as it had been a great sheet knit 
iat the four corners, and let down to the earth; where- 
‘in were all manner of four-footed beasts of the earth, 
| and wild beasts, and creeping things, end fowls of the | 
air. And there came a voice to him, rise, Peter; kill, 
and eat. But Peter said, not so, Lord ; for 1 have never 
eaten any thing that is common or unclean. And the 
voice spake unto bim again the second time,what God 
hath cleansed, that call not thoucommon. This was 
done thrice: aud the vessel was received up again into 
heaven.” Being thus instructed, Peter said to Cornel- 
ius, when he came into his house; “* ye know how 


t 





ecrers,that I mean something ; and although he admits, that it is an unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew to 
the question in its present form to contey a definile| keep company, or come unto one of another nation ; 
meaning, yet | am sorry to say, he has misunderstood byt God hath shewed me that I should not call any 





oo RANA Rey 


it. We both seem to have our infirmity; I, in not 
conveying as much as I meen, and he, in not under- 
standing as much, as I definitely convey. 1 was cha- 
grined and mortified that | had caused bim a disap- 
pointment, but finding it aro-e from his second mirap- 
prehension, I obtained relief. W. D. is mistaken, in 
understanding me to predicate my difficulty on the cir- 
cumstance, that Korah, &c. lived 1471 years before 
Christ; and his inference, therefore, that the question 


involves the idea that none can be saved by Christ, ex-| 


cepting those who lived contemporary with him, is e- 
qually erroneous. By reason of this unfortunate mis- 
take, all he has written, proves foreign to the subject. 


I predicate the difficulty, on the circumstance, (allow-' 


ing they were saved upon the artiole of death,) of their 
being in heaven, 1471 years before Christ lived. | wish 
to know, in what manner, or by what process Christ 
saved them, when, to make the best of it, they knew 
nothing of him, *till they were glorified in heaven?! 

To say he is or will be, their Saviour, because there 
is no other name given whereby we can be saved, is 
only asserting what we both admit,.to the neglect of 
our inquiry. When] tell people that Christ savee men, 
it presupposes a process by which it is effected. And 
I teach the necessity of faith and repentance, and es- 
pecially in such abandoned characters as those of whom 
we spesk. But if they leaped from rebellion, into heav- 
en at a sfride; in an instant at death; I am unable to 
discover any chance for this process. 

It strikes me, therefore, that if Korah, Dathan, and 
Abiram, entered into heaven instantly at temporal 
death, it was death that saved them, and not the Son 
of God. 

If you can give me light upon this subject, I shall 
thankfully appreciate your favor. Sincerely your 
friend, B, geeesees, 


> 0) 


(<7 We have recently received a discourse from 
Luke xvi. 19—31, delivered at Portland, Me. by Rev. 
Russell Streeter. We recommend it to our brethren as 


an ingenious, well-written discourse, well calculated to | 


shew the absurdity ef the popular opinion ofthe text. | would be no propricty in eaying ; * but ia every nation 


‘man common or un lean.” In the vessel, which Peter 
saw, there were no men, and yet because he was cer- 
tified, that what he thonght was unclean in the vessel, 

| was cleansed, he applied it to men, and concluded that 

‘he would violate the word of God if he called any man 
common or vaclean. This circumstance seemed sufli- 

' cient entirely to satisfy Peter that God was no respec- 

i tor of persons; for if there bad been any partiality in 

the divine Being, he would not have manifested to bis 

eervant that he bad cleansed al] men in Christ. 

2. This passage naturally supposes that Peter had 
formerly been of the opinion that God was partial and 
bad bis favorites; that he loved some better than oth- 
‘ers. If this had not been the case with him, he would 
not have stood in need of this vision to convince him 
that God is no respector of persons. Therefore, 

3. Our subject supposes that a man may be a disci- 
ple of Jesus without having such extensive views of the 
impartiality of the divine favor as Peter was favored 
with,after he was instructed by the vision of the sheet ; 
for Peter had been for some time a disciple of Jesus and 
a preacher of the gospel, before he saw this vision, or 
was favored with a knowledge of the fact, that God is 
no respecter of persons. Bat, 

4. Our subject will, by no means, allow us to sup- 
pose, that this vision, by which Peter was brought to 
understand that God is no respecter of persons, made 
him a worse disciple of Christ or a worse minister than 
he was before; for the divine Being would not make » 
special revelation to his servant, for the purpose of mak- 
ing him less useful in bis holy calling and vocation.— 
This same Peter exhorts the saints to ** g-ow in grace 
and in the knowledge of ovr Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.” He had found, by the travail of his own 
mind, that there is a growth in the grace and in the 
knowledge of Christ, and he desired his brethren to 
proit by his experience. But it is worthy of notice 
that the exhortation directs to grow im grace as well as 
in knowledge, for knowledge without grace, ** puffeth 
up. 

* Our text suggests the fact, that men in every na- 
tion may fear God and work righteousness even to ac- 
ceptance with God. Were not this the case, there | 





; 





he that feareth iin and wore rightcousness is ac- 
cepted with him.” And it should be remembered, that 


Cornelius, before he saw Peter, ** feured God with all 


his house.” Therefore, 

6. It was not necessary that Peter should be sent to 
Cornelius to conrert hiw from what some call a state 
of moral depravity to a state of grace, for he wasa 
good man before ; but it was necessary that he should 
learn the gospel for his advencement in divine wisdom, 
ad that other Gentiles might also become partakers of 
this dispensation of divine favor. 

7. We should do well to remember, that the fear of 
the Lord is not that fear which is taught by the precept 
of men, which fear hath torment ; but is what Solomon 
calls it, when he says; ‘* The fear of the Lord is to~ 
hate evil... Here mark with caution. ‘There js no 
man who does not hate to have evil done to himself, 
but this is not the criterion ;. the question is, do I hate 
to do evil to another? This is that fear of the Lord: 
which “ is the beginning of wisdom.” And, 

Lastly, it should be noticed, that our text does not 
say, and is elected to eternal life; nor does it say, and 
is regenerated ; nor does it say, and is an orthodox be- 
liever; nor does it say, and has joined a church and 
ewned acovenant; nor does it say, and observes all the 
ceremonies of human establishments ; but it says, “‘aud 
worketh righteousness.” It does not say, and falketh: 
righteousness, but werketh righteousness. H. B, 
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ANECDOTES, 


A certain deacon, whose conduct often bespoke, ** }' 
am more holier than thou,”’ chanced'to attend a meet- 
ing, where the “* good tidings of great joy which shall 
be unto all people,'’ were preached. This being not 
consonant to the feelings of his mind, it roused his holy. 
indignation, and hastening from the place of worship he 
exclaimed, “If all my neighbors go to heaven, | 
wont!!!” Chrislian Repository. 








A Universalist. preacher in the state of New-Hamp- 
shire, in addition to his mivieterial labors, instructed a 
school to the acceptance of his employers. A Baptist 
sister, being told that the district coul:: find no fault 
with the instruction. or morals of their teacher, in an: 
ardor of piety, exclaimed, ‘* QO, Iam really:sorry ; lam 
afraid it will corrupt the morals of the youth!!!” ab. 


——— 
MARRIED, 

In this city, by the Rev. Mr; Ware,-Mr, Artemas 
West to Miss Lucy Brooke. 

By the Rey. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. Abner: Crocker to 
Miss Abigail Trull.. 

By the Rev. Paul Dean, Mr. Frederick Hardwicke, 
jr- of Quincy, to Miss Anna Veazie, of this city, 

In Kennebunk, Me. E. Bourn, Esq. attorney at law,. 
to Miss Mary H. Gilpatrick, daughter of Mr. Richard G.. 














DIED,. 
In this city, Perry Bryant, aged 54; John G. Ulmer, 
4%; John Groves, 47; William Clark, 45; Sarah A- 
mee. 51; Charles Foster, 24; William Jenness, 16 >: 
John Cassey, 6; Michael Barry, 1 lemonthes, 
In Roxbory, Mr. Jonathan Bemis, 27, eldest son of 
Vr. Amos Bemis, of Lincoln. ‘ 


In Providence, R. 1: Mr, Samuel’ Hill, in the 84th: 
year of his age. It is but justice to the memory of the 
deceased to say, that in his character were united thore 
virtues which are. an ornament to the christion mame. 
For about forty yeare of his protracted life, he was a 
firm believer in the divine goodness, in the creation, 
preservation, and the final redemption from sin and mis- 
ery, of all the erring children of Adam ; and bia life was- 
a practic.) comment n his belief, for it breathed lore 
and good willtoull, After giving directions respecting. 
his funeral, he, in the triumph cf faith, commended his 
son} to the hends of its Maker. Consolatory to his only: 
child and numerous friends (for ha bad no enemies) is: 
the reflection, that the unbounded merey of God gave 
him delight in the dying hear, end brightened the beark 
of his setGng sum. 
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“POET'S CORNER. 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





* And Isaae went oul to meditate in the field at the 


eren-tide,"—Gen. xxiv, 63. 





Messrs. Editors, —Your correspondent Lay Preacher, 
eends you the following selection of poetry which he 
borrows from the Evening Fire Side, a miscellaneous 
publication. To those who can turn aside from the tu- 
mults of the world, and for a few moments, can, *like 
Isaac of old time, join in and hold communion with this 
heavenly and benign mentor; to such he thinks the 
lines which failow, will be entertaining, and to no one 
displeasing. The subject and title are— 


MEDITATION. 


Now on the western deep reposing, 
Retiring Phoebus smiles serene, 

And ’round, the shades of evening closing, 
In (twilight veil the fading scene. 


Hail meditation! pure and holy! 
In all thy sober charms appear, 

With eye of pensive melancholy 
Fix’d musing on the vacant air. 


Reclin’d beneatk this frowning mountain, 
Which shades the vale in deeper gloom, 

While list’ning to the babbling fountain, 
To guide my fight of fancy,—come. 


Mute silence now o’er all is reigning, 
Save where the sighing zephyrs breathe, 

Save where the solemn ow! complaining, 
Awakes the sleeping grove beneath: 


Save where the wildly rushing torrent, 
Iunpetuous laves the mountain’s side ; 
Save where the gently rolling current 
Soft mvrm’ring, through the valley glides. 


The ev’ning bell at distance tolling, 
Now faintly sounds wpon my ear, 

It bids me think how swift are rolling, 
Frail life’s uncertain moments here. 


While list’ning to the ocean's surges 
That gently undulating flow, 

1 mark where Cynthia just emerges 
Majestic, from the mountain’s brow. 


Then turn and see the starry splendor, 
That glitters in the vaulted sky, 

A twinkling ray may often render 
A guiding light to wisdom’s eye. 


And soon from these to objects higher, 
Wild fancy leads my raptur’d soul; 
Ske seems lo soar on wiugs of Gre, 
. Through nature's vast revolving whole. 


Nor these the bounds of meditation, 
Still, fancy takes a bolder flight, 

Ane finds new scenes for contemplation, 
In yet a more exalted height. 


She seeks to know the God of nature, 
Great source of this amaging plan, 

Whose wisdom, and whose power is greater, 
Than thought can reach, or renson scan. 


It is for this, oh heavenly mentor’ 
That here I oft commune with thee; 

Oh! teach my ev'ry thovcht to centre. 
Oo Gon, and on Erianniry 
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From Black wood's Edinburgh Magazine. 


Nhe Woodland Glen. 


The sun is sinking behind the mountain, 
The evening star is bright, 
And the ceaceless gush of the twilight fountain 
Is heard with calm delight; 
By the spirit that far from the home of men, 
Delights in the still of the woodland glen. 


The bazle and willow and birch trees weeping 
With tresses long and drear, 

Descending from slaty rock and steeping 
Their boughs in waters clear, 

The flap of the night bird skimming by 

And the drowsy hum of the beetle fy. 


The sound of the gentle rills that tinkle 
Adown their pebbly beds, 
The aspect of the stars that twinkle, 
The azure gloom that spreads, 
Soften the troubled heart, and soothe 
The waves of the spirit til) all is smooth. 


If sorrow the blossom of manhood wither 
If fortune prove unkind — 
If the world to thee is estrang’d, come hither, 
And breathe the fragrant wind, 
And learn that far from the snares of men, 
Peace and liberty dwell] in the woodJand glen. 
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Tllustration of 1 Peter iy. 48. 


the ungodly and the sinner appear?” 


This text, it is generally supposed, has an allusion to 
two things, viz. the final and eternal salvation of the 
righteous, and the unalterable condition of the incorri- 
gibly wicked and fnally impenitent. The former, 
having to contend with the arch deceptions, and to 
guard against the treacherons wiles of the devil; to 
wage a constant war against a host of turbulent passions, 
carnal appetites and desires, and to deny themselves 
the amusements and enjoyments of the world, and a- 
bove all the exquisite pleasures of sin, do but natrowly 
and barely escape hell, and arrive at heaven like Job 


| who escaped death ** with the skin of bis teeth; while 


the latter give a loose to every passion, unbridle every 
desire, and enjoy every pleasure which this wicked 
world affords, until at last they are landed in the awful 
mancion of interminable despair. The former receive 
heaven for the perseverance, (which destroys salvation 
by grace) and the latter hell for their negligence, which 
is their just award. Jam constrained to reject the a- 
bove exposition as unscriptural. The word scarcely 
deserves particular notice. Scarcely, scanfly, scant 
ness, scarcity, have a double meaning. Ist. They 
mean hardly, dificult, narrowly, rareness, unfrequency. 
2d. Small, smaliness, not a plenty, an ipsnficiency.— 
Now, if the righteous are ever saved, either by works 
or by grace, how can they possibly experience any 
scarcity of salvation? will not they possess an infnite 
fulness? Were a man to receive the weaith of a world 
as a reward for one day's labor, would he deem it a 
scanty pittance? and yet what parity is there between 
i this possesion, and eterna) life for a few days of self de- 
nial and rigorous penance ? The fact is, the righteous 
fare not saved, for there ts a scarcity, a lack of salvation. 
‘The apostle’s supposition is *¢ if the righteous are not 
I pe ricetly saved, where shal! the ungodly appear.’— 
The salvation that the apostle alludes to, is a salvation 
from sufiering, which they did notenjoy. See verses 
}12—17, that precede the text. “ Beloved, think it 


inot strange concerning the fiery trial, which ig to try 
{ - 








“ And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall) 





you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: 
But rejoiee, in as moch as ye are partakers of Christ’, 
sufferings ; that when his glory shall be revesled 
may be glad also with exceeding joy If ye be ri. 
proached for the name of Christ. happy are ye ; for the 
spirit of glory and of God rerteth upon you. But Jet 
none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or a8 an 
evil doer, or as a busy body in other men's matters. 
Tet, if any man suffer as @ christian, let him not beg 
shamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf. Pop 
the time is come that jadgmwent must begin at the house 
of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end 
be of them that obey not the gospel of God?” ‘They 
follows the text, ‘And if the righteous scarcely be 
saved, where shall the ungodly and sinner appear?” 
Now it is obvious that the writer has no allusion te 
eternal salvation from ein and death, but only to a sal. 
vation from sufferings. He speaks of the fiery trial 
which they must endure, and warns them, seeing the 
must suffer, vot to suffer as a murderer, &c. for it is bet. 
ter fo suffer for doing well than ill. ‘thus it eppears 
there was ascarcity of salvation—that is, they were not 
saved from suffering. 

Again, observe. ‘* For the time is come (now in the 
present tense) that judgment must begin at the house of 
God: (Jewish temple) and if it first begin at us, [the 
apostles and believers} what shall the end be of thentigs 
unbelieving Jews] that chey not the gospel of God™ 
&e. That the house of God fs the Jewish temple, see 
Mat. xxi. 13. ‘It is written my house shall be called 
the house of prayer, but ye have made it a den ef 
thieves.” Also, Isa. Ixiv. 11, ** Our holy and our bean 
tiful house, where our fathers praised thee, is burned up 
with fire, and all our pleasant things are laid waste.”— 
Also, Isa.ii. 3. Micah iv. 2, &e. 

Josephus informs us, that woltitudes from the ends of 
the earth were gathered in this house, dedicated to 
God and venerable among al] nations, when it was be- 
sieged by the Romans; and that when they drew of 
their forces after the first attack, multitudes escaped, 
He further tells us that during the seven years preced- 
ing this destruction, there were tremendous wars, earth- 
quakes and famines. Thus it appears some of the 
apostles did not taste of death, until this ndgment 
commenced. In fine, this judgment embrace: all that 
concatenation of evils that were connected with this 
dreadful catastrophe. These are sunmed up in Mat. 
xxiv. chap. Our Saviour said, * there shall be grest 
tribulation,’ &c. and that all the blood shed upon the 


that all the apprehensions of the weak and timid a- 
bout another more dreadful judgment upon the earth, 
are destitute of a just foundation. The apostle’s hy- 
pothesis is, “* if it first begin at.us.*? It did first begin 
with them, see Mat. xxiv. 9. ** Then shall they deliver 
you up to be afflicted, &e. but the end is nut yet."— 
The righteous, in the text onder consideration, are the 
primitive christians, who were not saved from persecu- 
trons and sufferings. Should any one still think that 
the word scarcely means barely saved, let it be admit- 
ted, and yet there is no necessity of applying it to a fu- 
ture state ; for the christian believers did but narrowly 
escape destruction in the temple, by regarding the 
warning of our Lord and fleeing to Pella and Mount 
Libanus; in so much that not one perished in the 
siege: while 11,000,000 Jews lost their lives. But the 
reader may inquire, what is to become of the ungodly 
and the sinner? Answer, they appear “ in everlasting 
punishment.’ The apostle says, ‘* Wherefore God 
hath given them over to strong delusions to believe & 
lie, that they all might be damned who believe not the 
trnth, but have pleasure in unrighteousness.” Agait, 
** If the casting away of them [the Jews] be the recon- 
ciling of the [Gentiles] world, what shall the receiving 
of them be but life from the dead ?—And so all Israel 
shall be saved.’ &c. Now what exquisite sufferings 
did not the Jews endure in the temple by famine, 
sword, and pestilence? And have they not been a bit 
sing and a by word among all nations, being held up 
objects of derision and the fit caitif’s ** for scorn 
point its slow unmoring finger at 2°’ 

Let us not then, whose reconciliation is purchased 
by their rejection, revile, hate, »nd condemn them ; but 
pity them and commiserate theirsufferings. We Chris- 
frans, surely, ovght to suppose that, for our sakes, the 
divine displeasure presses sore enough upon them ip 
time, without their being made, in the future world, the 
monuments of endless wrath. In fine, may we profit 
| by such an example, and escape the condemnation 
,enbelief, t, eee, 














whole earth, should come upon that generation. So. 
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